Instructions for making the bricks

During the spring of 2024, a community work consisting of individual ceramic bricks will be
realised for Lukutori in Suurpelto. The artwork will be made by elementary school classes,
kindergarten preschoolers and Suurpelto residents.

The final shape and size of the work is determined afterwards. A single brick is approximately
8 x 8 x 8 cm in size, a hand-pressed cube from clay. Together, the cubes form a decorative
area, a communal artwork. The brickwork will be in the "pool" in Lukutori, which in other parts
will be filled with a granite cone.

There are four colours of clay in total, each class only uses one colour at a time. Different
clays must not be mixed together. Bricks are also not painted. The Suurpelto Association
delivers the materials to the working space and after the work is finished, takes them away.

The work is based on the 20th anniversary project of Annantalo Arts Centre in Helsinki in
2017. You can watch a video introducing the making of the bricks here.

The way the bricks are made - press and decorate. Here's how it happens:

1. Pattern design
Make a pattern on the brick by pressing. You can first try the decoration on a separate small
piece of clay. The pattern can be realised in several ways:
- It can be drawn on the surface of the clay (the pattern drawn through the fabric
produces a soft-edged one)
- Press patterns on clay with different materials or objects
- Make stamps to reproduce patterns (e.g. cardboard).

2. Cutting and shaping the clay
First, cut the appropriate amount of clay, rather little too much than too little (a generous kilo,
the Suurpelto Association will mark the cutting points on the clay). The teacher can help the
little ones with the cutting. Work the clay as little as possible, no air bubbles should remain in
the clay. Throw the piece of clay lightly against the table, don't knead it like dough.

3. Hitting the brick and levelling the surface
Place the mold on the wooden base. Use a rubber mallet to pound the clay into the wooden
mold frame. When the mold is full, flatten the top and bottom surface using a cutting wire and
sickle. This is best to do with a friend: one holds the mold, the other uses the cutting wire.
Smooth with a sickle from the centre towards the edges (pulling straight from the edge will
cause the clay to roll).

4. Decorate the surface
The mold frame is open at the bottom and top. Surface decoration is done while the clay is in
the mold. Please note that only the top surface remains visible when the bricks are installed
on the ground. Write the date of creation, your name or initials and your class on the bottom.
No texts on upper surface!

5. The bricks are left to dry
The decorated clay is left to dry in the mold. The molds are taken to the warehouse of the
visual arts school to dry (according to the contract, either the Suurpelto Association or the
students themselves do that). The molds are placed on their sides so that air can reach both
sides to help drying.

6. Things in place!
Clean the tools and put the objects and tools in their places.
Thank you for participating!


https://youtu.be/fPuigHS0YVI?feature=shared

